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STATISTICAL  SIlLLiLy  196C. 

^  ,  .1  ■  >  ■  ■  ■,  . .  ,  , 


Area:  3 >830  acres. 

Population  :  27,430. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  :  8,71^« 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :  £1,085. 

Rateable  Value  ;  £260,295 

General  Rate  :  2l/6d. 

Birth  Rate  :  17.28  f crude) 

16.07  (standardised) 

17.1  (England  and  Rales) 

Death  Rate  ;  14.29  (crude) 

11,00  (standardised) 

11.5  (England  and  Wales) 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births  : 

England  and  Y/ales  : 

Dea.ths  from  Respiratory  Taberculosis  : 

from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  : 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  : 

from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  : 

Average  Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years  :  .290 

Average  Death  Rate  fran  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years  :  .016 


25.3 

21.7 

3 

Nil 

.109 

Nil 
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PUBLIC  HLALTH  STAPP 


P.B. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


Macken  zi e  ^  D . 8 . 0 . , 


M.C. ,  M.A. , 

(Acting) 


I'.I.B. 


Gh.B. ,  D.P.K. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent: 

David  J.YA  Hobertson^  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.Inst.P.C. 

Cert.  Heat  ana  Pood  Inspector. 


Additional  Riblic  Health  Inspectors: 

.  B,  M.  Anderson,  A.k.S.H. ,  A.I.P.H.E.,  M.H. I. P.H.H. ,  ILA.P.H.I. 

Cert.  Meat  and  Pood  Inspector, 


J.  Millward,  Cert.P.H.I. J.B. ,  A.k.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I,,  R.S.H.  Diploma 

for  Smoke  Inspectors. 

Cert.  Meat  and  Pood  Inspector. 


Clerical  Staoff: 

Mr s .  P,  De  t her idge , 

(Retired  3lst  August,  i960). 

I'.brs.  S.  A.  Bates. 

Miss  C.  M.  Edwards, 

(Appointed  15th  August,  i960). 


Official  Addi’ess  and  Telephone  Number  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health;- 


"The  Limes,"  Dudley  Road,  Sedgley,  Staffs. 

Pi’ivate  Telephone  No. 


Sedgley  3 101 
Claverley  329 
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Ria-^ORT  OF  TJ.lE  LIEDICAL  OI^IGER  OR  KCALTH 


FOR  TI-IE  lEAR  i960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  your  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I  have  the  honour  to  present 
to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  i960,  and  do  so  in  accordance  with 

requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  indicated  in  Circular  I/6I.  I 
incorporate  information  in  respect  of  the  work  cai’ried  out  by  your  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  under  reviev/  the  health  of  your  urban  district  has 
been  satisfactory. 

In  view’  of  the  av/aited  Local  Government  Commission’s  findings  and 
report,  one  postpones  msJcing  suggestions  or  putting  forwiord  schemes  which 
might  merit  consideration  in  the  interests  of  the  district's  health 
services. 

At  the  moment  the  claim  can  justifiably  be  made  that  your  district's 
requirements  in  respect  of  health  services  are  adequately  met  and  steps 
are  always  taken  to  remedy  any  imperfections  that  may  disclose  themselves 
from  time  to  time. 

Environmental  control  of  Air  Pollution,  promotion  of  Noise  Abatement, 
reduction  of  Accidents  on  the  roads  and  in  the  home,  measures  against 
Hazards  of  Radiation  and  the  introduction  of  Fluoridation  of  water  have 
all  been  given  consideration  by  your  Health  Coimnittee, 

Your  Housing  Committee  has  also  contributed  its  valuable  help  in  dealing 
with  cases  of  ill-health  aggravated  by  adverse  housing  conditions. 

As  regards  housing  I  ask  that  your  Housing  Committee  continue  to  give 
consideration  in  fu'ture  housing  schemes  to  the  further  provision  of  small 
bungalow's,  or  ground  floor  single-bedroom  houses  or  flstlets  designed  for 
the  comfort  of  old  and  disabled  people,  particularly  in  respect  of  structural 
convenience  in  internal  fitments  and  safety  in  the  w/ay  of  absence  of  steps, 
non-slip  floors,  storage  accommodation  for  wheel  chairs  and  safety  fitments 
to  gas  stoves. 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  in  his  report  indicates  how  much  the 
nature  and  field  of  an  inspector’s  activities  have  changed  and  increased 
over  the  years.  Sanifetion  and  environmental  health,  hygiene  promotion, 
particularly  in  respect  of  food,  health  education  and  improvements  in 
standards  of  housing  and  living,  have  now  all  become  of  priority  importance 
in  his  work. 

The  population  of  the  urban  district  as  estimated,  mid-year  i960,  by 
the  Registrar  General  is  noY\/  27,430,  The  figTare  o±  the  recently  taken 
Census  is  awaited  with  interest, 

TVie  crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  is  17.28. 

The  com.par ability  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar-General  (0.93)  brings 
this  to  a  rate  of  16.07  thousand  population,  which  is  the  standardised 

birth  rate  for  i960,  the  rate  for  England  and  Ifales  being  17. 1. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  cstimcited  population  is  14,29.  The 

comparability  factor  being  0.77,  the  crude  death  rate  becomes  standardised 
to  a  rate  of  11.00  per  thousand  population,  the  rate  for  England  arid  Uales 
being  11.5. 
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Comparability  factors  take  into  account  the  different  proportions 
of  old  and  young  people  and  sex  distribution  in  an  area  and  make  £unended 
rates  comparable  Vv'ith  those  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  rates  of  other 
cireas.  Without  such  amendments  health  resorts  to  which  old  people  retir? 
would  show  alarmingly  liigh  death  rates  and  lov/  birth  rates. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  v/as  12  as  compared  with  7  in  1959,  givin 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  25.3  as  compared  with  17.8  last  year.  Th 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  ?yas  21,7  pe^^  1,000  births. 

The  increase  this  year  might  read  discoiaraging  in  view  of  the  marked 
fall  last  year  but  the  rate  for  a  small  community  the  size  of  Sedgley  may; 
not  have  great  statistical  significance.  The  rate  would  appear  to 
oscillate  strongly  from  year  to  year.  I  make  further  comment  in  the  bod^ 
of  my  Report. 

Nine  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life. 
Causes  and  ages  at  death  are  shown  in  appropriate  Table  of  the  Report, 

There  v/ere  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  82  v;hich  can 
be  regarded  as  natural  increase  in  the  population. 

The  predominating  causes  of  adult  death  continue  to  be  heart  disease 
vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system,  cancer  a.nd  bronchitis. 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  were  11  against  7  last  year,  of  which  9 
v;ere  males;  and  Cancer  all  forms  kU  against  32  last  year. 

The  elusive  mystery  as  to  the  cause  of  cancer  and  the  urgency  for 
intensive  research  still  remain. 

The  sex  distribution  of  all  causes  of  death  is  given  in  the  relevant 
Table  of  the  Report, 

There  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  cases  of  infectious  and  other 
diseases,  42  as  against  495  last  year,  Vi/hooping  cough  figuring  largest 
v/ith  21  as  against  4  last  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis. 

There  has  been  no  notified  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  for 
tv/enty  years  v/hich  speaks  well  for  the  efficacy  of  immunisation  against 
tliat  disease,  Forty  years  ago  in  1921  there  were  77  notified  cases. 
Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  this  phenomenal  respite  from  this  disease  in 
the  district  there  must  be  no  slackening  in  diphtheria  immunisation  and 
it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  the  existing  level  of  immunisation  in 
the  district  be  maintained. 

There  were  3  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In  respect  of  this 
disease  10  new  cases  were  notified  as  against  17  last  year.  Further 
statistical  information  is  given  in  the  tuberculosis  section  of  the 
report. 

Your  Council  does  not  exercise  delegated  powers  in  respect  of  healtl 
and  Y/elfare  functions,  such  being  the  duty  of  the  County  authority,  Nevei 
theless,  it  can  be  said  that  adequate  consideration  is  given  to  the  requi2 
ments  of  the  district  in  respect  of  all  such  services  by  that  authority. 

As  regards  welfare  services  to  the  corximunity  the  contribution  made  bjj 
local  volunttiry  organisations,  such  as  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  Old 
People’s  Clubs,  etc.  to  supplement  such  services  is  much  valued. 

Another  appreciated  ¥\/elfai'e  service  noY;  being  operated  by  the  County  ; 
is  that  of  chiropody  for  old  people. 

The  District  Nurses  continue  to  give  their  invaluable  services  and 
merit  conmendation. 
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I  thank  the  local  medical  practitioners  for  their  continued 
co-operation, 

I  aga.in  convey  my  thanks  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  your  Health 
and  Housing  Committees  for  their  support  thi’oughcut  the  year.  I  also 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  services  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  his  co-opera.tion  and  to  all 
other  colleagues,  administrative  and  clerical. 

To  your  Clerk  I  again  convey  my  appreciation  and  tha.nks  for  advice 
on  points  of  administrative  procedure. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


P.  B.  IvidCKSHZIE, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


October,  1961. 
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G-M^ERAL  H^QVISia\^  OP  HEALTH  SET^VICSS  IN  THE  AREA. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  joint 
appointment  hy  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council,  the  Tettenhall  Urban 
District  Council  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  on  a  time  distri¬ 
bution  basis  of  5/llths,  2/11  ths  and  ^4/llths  respectively* 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Urban  District  his  duties  are 
those  laid  dov/n  under  the  various  Public  Health  Acts  and  T/,egula.tions,  in 
short  to  inform  himself  of  oil  matters  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the 
Urban  District  and  to  advise  the  Council  in  such  matters  and  to  make  an 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  health 
of  the  district. 

As  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  he  undertakes  such  School  MedicaH 
Inspections,  lELnor  Ailment  School  Clinics,  Immunisation  Sessions  and 
Maternity  and  Child  vvelfare  Clinics  in  the  Urban  District  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  County  Authority’". 

The  public  Health  Inspector  is  a  full  time  appointment  by  the  District 
Authority,  He  is  a  qualified  Meat  and  Pood  Inspector,  Under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  he  performs  all  the  duties 
imposed  on  a  public  health  inspector  by  statute  and  by  any  orders,  regula¬ 
tions  or  directions  from  time  to  time  made  or  given  by  the  iHnister,  and 
by  any  byelavi/s  or  instructions  of  the  local  authority  applicable  to  his 
office. 

Public  Health  and  Sanitary  nicrcters  are  brought  forward  in  the  Public 
Health  ComiTiittee,  while  Housing  and  Rehousing  matters  are  dealt  v/ith  by 
the  Housing  Committee,  These  rao  Gorainittees  meet  once  montlill'. 

There  are  four  Health  Visitors,  three  District  Nurses  and  three 
Midwives,  all  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
follov/ing  services  are  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  namely  the 
County  Council,  the  organisation  and  administration  being  in  the  hands 
of  the  County  MedHcal  Officer  of  Health, 

(a)  Health  Centres, 

(b)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(c)  Midwifery, 

(d)  Health  Visiting. 

(  e )  Home  Nur si  ng . 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation, 

(g)  Ambulance  Services. 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  care  and  after  care. 

(i)  Domestic  Help, 

(j)  Mental  Health  Services. 

Y/ith  the  exception  of  provision  of  Health  Centres,  all  the  required 
services  are  being  provided  within  the  area. 

There  v;ill  probably  be  some  delegation  of  Part  III  functions  and 
other  powers  to  the  district  authority  in  the  near  future. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Cliildren  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthixlmic,  Dental  and  Orthopaedic 
Clinics.  The  various  ago  groups  are  exajnined  periodically  ard  frcm  the 
School  Inspections  referred  to  these  Clinics  or  to  the  General  Practitioner 
if  so  required. 
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In  oases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  if  deemed  necessary  special  steps 
;ire  taken  in  conjunction  -vvith  the  School  Authorities  to  exclude  scholars 
who  have  been  in  contact  with  such  disease.  Protective  measures  and 
isolation  are  furthermore  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  School,  Dental,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Eye  Clinics  provided 
in  the  Urban  District  are  given  in  a  separate  table  together  with  sessions 
for  Speech  Therapy  and  Physiotherapy. 


MTERNin'  iUID  CHILD  WSWABE, 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  maintains  Ante-Natal  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  in  the  Sedgley,  Upper  Gornal  and  Louver  Gornal  areas. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  in  addition  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in 
their  own  Hospitals  and  Departments  in  the  Y/olverhampton,  Dudley  and 
Biminghaan  areas  which  are  easily  accessible  to  the  population  of  the  • 

Urban  District.  I 

The  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  which  forms  part  of  the  Burton 
Road  flospital,  and  Y/ordsley  Hospital,  are  under  the  administration  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Boajrd,  They  provide  accemmodation  for  cases  referred  ' 
or  booked  from  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  or  by  General  Practitioners,  Cases  | 
wishing  to  remain  at  home  are  delivered  by  the  County  Midv/ives,  v/ho,  if  so  ' 
required  can  call  for  the  obstetric  assistance  of  a  General  Practitioner, 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care  a.nd  treat-  ^ 
ment  of  deformed,  mentally  sub-normal  and  handicapped  children.  These 
cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections  and  Child  W-elfare 
Clinics  or  referred  by  General  Practitioners,  Illegitim£ite,  Homeless 
and  Neglected  Cliildren  are  provided  for  in  Nurseries,  Children’s  Hanes  and  ; 
Remand  Hanes  of  the  County.  ! 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  19Rc3. 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance  Services 
ceased  and  v/ere  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistance  Board  under  the 
Ministry  of  National  Insurance,  The  functions  of  the  Relieving  Officers 
have  therefore  been  discontinued  and  replaced  by  the  Officers  of  the 
National  Assistance  Board,  The  National  Assistance  Board  holds  no  office  ! 
in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District.  | 

I 

i 

As  under  the  Nationa.1  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  no'.v  medically  ; 

insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of  necessitous  c<ases  has 
become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Pra,ctiti oners  and  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Other  classes  of  necessitous  cases,  such  as  homeless, 
abandoned  or  neglected  individuals  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Welfare  Authorities. 


NATIONAL  fiSSISliUICE  aGT,  1948 

NATIONAL  ilSSISTAI\'CE  ACT,  1951 

REIvlQVAL  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  G^J^vE  MD  ATTM'TTICN. 

These  Acts  deal  with  the  ctre  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  incapable  of 
looking  after  themselves;  and  give  powers  to  remove  to  a  suitable  hostel 
or  institution  if  considered  necessary. 

Remark 

It  lias  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  exercise  such  po\f/ers. 
HOSPITALS 

Administration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


The  Hospitals  and  Specialist  departments  serving  the  district  and 
easily  accessible,  are  those  of  y/olverhcunpton,  IXidley  and  Biminghain, 

Hospital  treatment  for  cases  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  and 
in  need  of  such  treatment  is  provided  in  Moxley  Hospital* 


^JUBHlfCULOSIS. 


Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  The  visiting  of 
Tuberculosis  Patients  in  relation  to  their  care  and  after  care  is  under 
the  administration  of  tlie  County  Council,  Chest  Clinics  are  situated 
at  llidley  and  Wolverhampton  and  several  Sanatoria  are  available. 


LABOR/ffORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  in  Stafford. 


bTThP.AIffi  QRFICERS 

firea  Welfare  Officer:  Iilr,  R.  C,  Cox,  6a  Birch  Street,  Wolverhampton. 

Child  Welfare  Officer:  Miss  White,  153  Tettenhall  Road,  Wolverhampton 

Socia.1  Worker:  Miss  Burd,  Old  Police  Buildings,  Dudley, 


CLINICS  AI^D  TREATMENT  CERflBS 

1.  THE  QUAKWa'JT  CLINICS,  SEDGLEY. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Friday  morning  v/eekly. 

Child  Yfelfai-e  Clinic 

Y/ednesday  afternoon  weekly. 

School  Clinic 

T/ednesday  morning  fortnightly''. 

Speech  Therapy 

Tuesday  all  day  v/eekly. 

Dental  Clinic 

Saturday  morning  weekly. 

Physiotherapy 

Friday  afternoon  y^eekly. 

Chiropody  Service 

Monday  morning  weekly. 

2.  BLEAK  HOUSE  CLINIC,  UPPHtl  COIdNAL. 

Child  Welfare 

Tuesday  afternoon  v/eekly. 

School  Clinic 

Tuesday  morning  fortnightly. 
Eye  Clinic 

Monday  afternoon  weekly, 
(During  tern  tune) 
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E.N.T,  Clinic 

Periodically, 

Chiropody  Service 

V/ednesday  morning  fortnightly, 

3.  BULL  SIRJIGT  CLIITIC,  L0Fj5R  C40MAL. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Priday  afternoon  v;eekly. 

School  Clinic 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Friday  morning  fortnightly, 

Ptxysiotherapy  Clinic 

Tuesdays  weekly  all  day. 


Chirop~od7/  Service 

Wednesday  morning:  dortnipk.tly 


OLD  PEOPLES  CIUBS 


Secretary: 


O.A.P,  Club, 

Miss  Ashton 

Sedgley 

62  Ridgeway,  Sedgley 

O.A.P.  Club, 

Ilfs.  S.  Doyi/s, 

Sedgley 

lif  Ridgeii/a^^,  Sedgley 

O.A.P.  Club, 

Mr,  E.  Cox, 

Lower  Cornal 

66  Redhall  Road,  Loyvi 

DOIIESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  provided  tlirough  the  Area  Health  Office, 

Brier ley  Hill. 

The  number  of  Domestic  Helps  Y/ho  gave  service  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  yeai’  was  10.  The  number  of  Neiglibourly  Helps  employed  was  if. 


Aj^/IBULAT^CES 

The  Ambulance  Services  are  operated  by  the  County  Council,  The 
movement  of  all  sitting  and  stretcher  cases  is  controlled  by  Tipton 
Station  (Telephone  nuLiber  Birch  Street,  Tipton  3121-2'“3),  Radio  is 
fitted  to  approximately  75/t  of  the  vehicles  and  intercommunication  and 
contact  is  operated  tlirough  Tipton.  This  should  contribute  to  the 
speeding-up  of  the  service. 

The  movement  of  Infectious  Disease,  v/ith  the  exception  of  Smallpox, 
is  also  dealt  with  through  Tipton.  * 


SEDGLEY  MORTUiiRY 

The  Mortuary  under  construction  in  the  Limes  Grounds  has  suffered 
from  unfortunate  delays  Y/hich  prevented  its  completion  during  I960.  It 
is  hoped  to  have  the  building  in  operation  in  the  Summer  of  I96I  to 
replace  the  existing  unsatisfactory  building  in  the  Council  Yard. 


The  number  admitted  to  the  existing  mortuary  during  the  year  was 


27. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

P. 

TOTAL 

LCVt;  BHuTHS 

247 

227 

474 

Legitimate 

243 

219 

462 

Illegi  timate 

4 

8 

12 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (cnade) 

•  9  0  9 

•  •  • 

17.28 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  . 

9  9  9  9 

999 

16.07 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live 

births 

999 

2.33 

liins  •••  •••  •••  •••  •• 

•  •  •  • 

9  0  9 

9 

still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-birtlis 

•  •  • 

999 

18, 63 

Total  Live  and  Still-births  . . 

•  ♦  •  • 

9  9  9 

483 

Infant  Deaths  . 

9  999 

9  9  9 

12 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

9  9  9  0 

9  0  9 

23.3 

Legitimate  Infant  Jicrtality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  births  25.93 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  Nil 

Neo~natal  (first  four  weeks)  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  ...  16,88 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  v/eek)  per 

thousand  live  births  ...  ...  16,87 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deattis  under  one 

v/eek  combined)  per  thousand  live  and  still 

births  ...  ...  .«•  ...  .«.  ...  ...  . 19 


Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  . 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

M, 


Deaths 

Death  Rate  (crude)  . 

Standardised  Death  Rate 


•  •  •  c  •  9 


9  0  9  9  9  9 


Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  agus)  .  ... 

Deaths  from  '/hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ,,, 
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•  •  •  •  • 


9  0  0  9  9 


Nil 

Nil 

Total 

392 


.  14. 29 

.  11,00 


...  ...  44 


Nil 


Nil 


1 
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CAUSES  OF'  DEATH  DUEII'iC  TIIC  YEAE 

I960. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

M. 

F 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis ,  other  ...  . 

»  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

1 

- 

4* 

Diphtheria  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

- 

5* 

¥hooping  cough  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

“ 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

*  «  • 

0  0  0 

- 

- 

7. 

Acu  t  e  p  oli onye litis  . 

•  •  » 

0  0  0 

- 

- 

8. 

Igs 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

- 

- 

9. 

other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

•  9  • 

0  0  0 

2 

- 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

•  «  • 

0  0  0 

9 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

«  •  • 

0  0  0 

- 

8 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

- 

14. 

Other  m.alignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

11 

10 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

#  •  9 

0  0  0 

- 

2 

16. 

X)XO.1[}0  *^03  •••  «#•  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

1 

1 

17. 

Fasculax  lesions  of  nervous  system 

•  •  « 

0  0  0 

30 

26 

13. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

♦  •  * 

0  0  0 

26 

28 

19. 

Hypertension  vvith  heart  disease 

•  •  » 

0  0  0 

4 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases  . . . 

•  •  « 

0  0  0 

52 

49 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

6 

9 

22. 

l"Ll©nSc4  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  ♦ 

0  0  0 

1 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia . . .  ... 

•  •  0 

0  0  0 

10 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis  ... 

•  •  9 

0  0  0 

37 

6 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

#  •  « 

0  0  0 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

*  *  • 

0  0  0 

4 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

- 

1 

28. 

Nepliritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

•  %  • 

0  0  0 

1 

- 

29. 

hl’Tperplasia  of  prostate  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

•  9  • 

0  0  0 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

•  00 

0  0  0 

5 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

12 

11 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

- 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

4 

4 

35. 

S^^dCLG  •••  •••  ••• 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

- 

- 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  v/ar 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

- 

221  171 


-  13  - 


Blim  RATES 


> 

SEDGHEY 

England 
&  Yfeles 

Birth 

Year 

i  Number  of 

!  BffiTH  RATE 

J  Births 

.  Crude 

'  Standardised 

Rate 

1931 

1 

1  373 

{ 

i 

1  16.09 

J 

! 

1 

13.3 

1932 

1  329 

j  14.11 

i 

wr  mm 

15.3 

1933 

1  312 

1  13.18 

1 

[ 

f 

13.3 

1934 

!  304 

j  12.74 

t 

13.2 

1933 

1  293 

i  12.34 

j 

_ _ 

15.0 

1936 

1  3^1-5 

i  11.29 

13.58 

13.7 

1937 

j  383 

:  15.62  . 

1  13.89 

ii 

13.13 

16*1 

1938 

j  332 

13.47 

16  •  l-\~ 

1939 

1  394 

13.00 

H  ■ 

13.93 

16.5 

i960 

!  Wlhr 

;i  17.28  j 

16.07 

17.1 

DEATH  liATES 


SEDGLEY 

'  England 
^  &  Wales 

j 

’  Death 
j  Rate 

Year 

Numher  of 
Deaths 

;  DRITH 

i  Crude  j! 

RATE 

Standardised 

1951 

293 

1  12.64  |j 

— 

12.3 

[ 

1932 

260 

■  11.13  i 

— 

11.3 

1933  ; 

677 

\  28.6  i| 

— 

11.4 

1934 

742 

31.09  s 

— 

11.3 

1933 

726 

;  30.38  f 

11.7 

1936  ! 

62^2 

i  26.6031! 

•  1 

10.90 

11.7 

1957 

392 

24.01 

11.28 

11.5 

1958 

458 

1  18.08  i 

10.48 

11.7 

1959 

370 

i  14.08  ! 

10.71 

11.6 

i960  1 

392 

;  14. 29 

5 _  L.  .  _ 

3-1.00 

11.3 

Note: - 

In  respect 
increase  in 

of  the  years  1933  lo  i960  inclusive  the 
the  numher  of  de  at  iris  and  in  the  crude 

H 


rate  is  accounted  for  "by  the  fact  that  deaths  in  Burton 
Road  Hospital  of  residents  over  6  months  tiave  to  he 
accepted.  Previous  to  1933  such  deaths  in  Burton  Road 
Hospital  v/ere  not  allocated  to  Sedgley.  The  crude 
death  rate  figures  for  1933  I96O  might  therefore  he 
disregarded  lor  comparison  purposes  and  the  standardised 
death  rates  accepted  for  future  years. 
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I'/iORTyjJTY  i960. 


Nett  Deatlis  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age, 


h 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Prematui’ity 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

liydr  oce  p  halus 

iisphyxicu 

Atelectasis 

In t acranial 
Haemorrhage 

Meningitis 


Aj 

0 

1 

0 

CO 

\ 

U 

i- 

u 

f 

0  i 
i 

0 

X 

i 

• 

i| 

0 

-p 

(D 

r!^ 

X 

ti 

0 

' 

-!J 

« 

1 

r~^ 

& 

0 

0 

0 

i 

1' 

j; 

i  PJ 

p; 

Pi 

It 

0 

H 

0 

0 

h> 

*'■’ 

0 

B 

-4-> 

0 

0 

pi 

0 

"  1 

0 

s 

? 

s 

j 

S 

CM 

CM 

A- 

i 

a\ 

t 

rH 

0 

rd 

1 

1  1 

1 

H 

i  . 

.  i 

i 

1 

1 

S 

i=> 

iH 

1  "" 

0 

EH 

H 

i 

VD 

1 

i 

cr\ 

1 

1 


1 


2 

1 


1  1  - 


-  1 


3 


- 


1 


! 

4- 


10 


o 

c. 


-  i 


r  . 
C 


1: 


I 

I 


1 
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TOTiiL  DEATHS 


MORTALITY  RATES 


t 

t 

» 

f 

SEDOLEY 

i 

i 

I 

1 

1 

I 

i 

J 

England  J 

Sz  Wales  1 

Rate  per  1 

1,000  birttis  1 

1 

i  lEAR 

i 

Births 

j 

i 

i 

Deatlis 

Rate  per 

1,000  births 

1 

1951 

1 

yii) 

!' 

i 

t 

) 

i 

•» 

10 

26,81 

29.6  1 

I 

j  1952 

329 

1 

i 

9 

27.35 

27.6  ] 

[  1953 

312 

S 

6 

19.23 

26.8  1 

25.5  ] 

i  1934 

304 

\ 

i 

13 

42,76 

1935 

293 

1 

J 

1 

13 

14.37 

24.9 

1956 

343 

1 

i 

10 

28.98 

23.8 

1937 

383 

1 

i 

18 

46.75  , 

23.0 

1  1938 

352 

i 

i 

1 

12 

1  34.09 

22.3 

1  1959 

I-  394 

1. 

1 

7 

17.77 

22,0 

i!  i960 

!  474 

i 

J 

12 

i  23.3 

21.7 

; 

The  rate  increase  tliis  year  might  read  discouraging  in  view  of 
the  marked  fall  last  year;  "but  against  this  rise  in  the  rate  there 
has  been  80  more  births  tliis  year.  Of  course  it  does  not  follov/  from 
that,  that  there  should  be  5  more  infant  deaths  than  last  year.  It 
may  be  partly  contributory.  As  I  said  in  niy  report  last  year,  it  is 
preferable  in  a  small  community  to  disregard  rates  and  bear  in  mind 
rather  the  actual  number  of  deaths,  12  against  •7*  '  Again  on  analysing 
the  deaths  ^  v;ere  under  one  v/eek  o3?  age.  Here  it  is  possible  that 
there  may  be  a  factor  operating  during  the  antc-natal  period  to  account 
lor  premature  deaths,  accidents  of  birth  and  congenital  defects. 


OPHTtlAIi^'ILA  NEQHaTORUI; 

No  case  of  the  disease  was  notified  in  the  Scdgley  Urban  District 
during  the  year,  nor  ticive  any  cases  been  recorded  in  the  urban  district 
for  many  years,  a  situation  that  reflects  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
midv/ives. 
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PRg/AmiGE  OF  MID  CON^I^OL  OV>I^.  II^IM^TIOUS.  iilTD  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  total  number  of  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  v.'as  4-2 
against  4.95  last  year ,  exclusive  of  Tuberculosis. 

Scar'let  Fever 


7  cases  as  against  4  last  year. 
Whooping  Cough 

21  cases  as  against  4  last  year. 
Measles 

8  cases  as  against  447  last  year. 
Meningococcal  Infection 

1  case  as  against  none  last  year. 
Pneumonia 

1  ca.se  as  against  17  last  year. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3  cases  as  against  1  last  year. 
Erysipelas 

1  case  as  against  none  last  year, 
Lysentery 

No  cases  vi/ere  notified. 


Poli  omye  li  ti  s 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Excerpt  from  information  supplied  by  the  Regis trar~General, 

"The  Chief  features  of  the  returns  of  infectious  diseases 
in  England  and  Wa.les  during  i960  v/ere  the  continued  large  falls 
in  the  notifications  of  acute  poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria. 

The  incidence  of  acute  polioiiye litis  has  fallen  to  the  endemic 
level  prevailing  before  the  large  catbreak  of  1947j 
incidence  of  diphtheria  v^as  the  lov/est  ever  recorded;  and  thje 
deaths  from  influenza  were  the  lo'.'vest  for  the  past  60  years. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  acute  pneumonia  was  lov/,  about 
half  the  usual  number;  this  v/ould  be  expected,  since  influenza 
and  pneumonia  are  correlated.  Whooping  cough,  v/as  at  a  fairly 
high  level  during  the  year.  The  notifications  of  d^^sente-ry 
show  a  considerable  rise  on  the  preceding  three  yeers," 

This  is  in  keeping  \;ith  returns  of  those  infectious  diseases  in 
your  area  7/ith  the  exception  of  dysentery  of  which  tliere  -were  none 
notified. 
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CASES  AH'/IITTED  TO  HOSPITAL. 


The  total  marnher  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  were  as  follows 

MOXLjEY  HOSPITAL: 


Tonsilitis  * . ,  , * ,  , . .  1 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Gastro-Enteritis  .  3 

Respiratory  Infection  ...  1 

Non  Specific  Enteritis  ...  1 

Chorea  ...  1 

Whooping  cough  .  1 

Infantile  Eczema  . 1 

Ah or t ion  .  1 


HATLEY  GREEN.  HAIESO™ 

Hernia  ... 

Chicken.  Pox  ... 

PiujlSTWOOD  SANATOrami 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  A 


1 

2 


SWABS  AND  SPECUvlENS  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory:  “ 

Sputa  Swabs .  51 

Cultures  for  Iv]ycO“Tuberculosis  A6 
Laryngeal  Sv/abs  .  1 

The  great  majority  of  these  sputa  swabs  were  submitted  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer, 


■  GENJjRAL  MEASURES. 

School  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  are  received  by  the  Health 
Department  and  carefully  studied  for  any  features  necessitating  prompt 
action, 

IVhen  desirable  the  schools  are  disinfected  and  terminal  disinfection 
of  premises  and  articles  in  affected  households  which  have  been  exposed 
to  infection  carried  out  in  all  cases. 


DISINFECTION  OF  CONTAlvOl^TATED  CLOTHIidG  AI'ID  BIIi:)DING 

An  arrangement  exists  with  the  Public  Health  Department,  Dudley  for 
the  disinfection  of  contaminated  clothing  and  bedding  if  the  need  should 
arise. 


VACCINATION  AND  M'aWISiVTIQN 


The  'County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a  Vaccination  Centre  in 
Sedgley,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical  Practitioners  by 
those  who  a?, ash  themselves  or  their  children  vaccinated  against  Small-Pox, 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccination  are  undertaken  in.  the  Child  Yvelfare  and  School  Clinics,  while 
special  Immunisation  Sessions  in  Schools  provide  for  an  increase  in  the 
immunity  of  the  child  population*  The  administration  of  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccination  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Area  Office  at  Brier  ley  Hill. 
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Y/ith  the  advent  of  Poliomyelitis  vaccine,  and  being  in  good  supply 
immunisation  sessions  have  been  held  in  all  the  schools  in  the  area  at 
at  tile  Clinics  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Open  evening  sessions  are  also  arranged  'vvhen  advisable  for  all 
up  to  40. 

Pi'ivate  Medical  Prectitioners  are  also  prepared  to  vaccinate  on 
request, 

¥e  hcive  continued  to  avail  oui'selves  of  the  opportunity  given  by  r 
Central  Council  of  Information  to  place  advertisements  in  the  Local  P13 
in  order  to  stimulate  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 


SMA.LL-P0X  . 

Cases  of  suspected' Small-pox  are  notified  to  the  Small -pox  Consu]] 
in  cases  of  doubt,  v/ho  then  takes  further  charge  of  the  disposal  of  tl: 
case.  Local  protective  and  preventive  measures  are  under  the  directii 
the  Health  Department,  • 

The  follomng  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Brier  ley  Hill 
Area  Health  Office: - 


Sma.ll-pox 

Vaccina. tions  performed  during  19^0: 


Number  vaccinated  , ♦ ,  under  1  year  , , ,  I66 

"  "  . , .  1  to  -4  years  .  , ,  •  25 

’’  ■  -  "  , . ,  5  f o  14  years  , , .  12 

"  ”  ...  Over  15  years  ...  13 


Total  216 


Number  re-vaccinated  ,  5  to  I4  years  ...  0 

Over  15  years  ...  8 


Total  8 


1 

i, 

I 

J 


Diphtheria  -  Immunisation 

Children  of  school  age  v/ho  had  completed  the 
full  course  of  injections  at  31nt  December, 
i960,  i.e,  children  born  1946  -  1955  ] 

inclusive  .  35  519 

i| 

Children  under  5  years  at  31st  December,  i960, 

immunised  .  1,013 

Total  number  of  children  u’ho  have  received 

primary  immunisation  during  i960  ...  377 

v  i 

Number  who  have  had  a  re-inforcing  injection 

during  i960 .  4.,  572 

Y/hooping  Cough 

Ifumber  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  i960. 

Under  5  yea.rs  of  age  ...  "  ...  '  -405 

'I 

Prom  5  to  14  years  . .  2  ■' 

-  i! 

Total  407 
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Po li omye litis 


Immunisation 


The  information  given  here  is  in  respect  of  the  v'hole  area 
covered  by  the  Brierley  Hill  Area  Health)  Committee. 

Approximately  QO/o  of  children  born  in  the  years  194-6  -  I960,  had 
completed  initial  vaccination,  at  fist  December,  i960. 

Of  those  who  had  received  initial  vaccination  approxim^ately  85yo 
had  also  received  a  third,  or  re-inforcing  injection. 
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AGE-GROURS  AND  LOCALITY  -  DISTRiyTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
("excluding  Tiiberculosis')  I'Totified  in  19 6  J* 


TUDI^RCULOSIS 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  for  the  year  v/as  10  pulmonary 
as  against  I7  pulmonary  in  1939. 


A® 


NEW  CASES 
Pul  f  Non-Pul 


DEATHS 


Respiratory  Other 
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YEARLY  FIGURES  FOR  THE  LAST  DECADE 


( 


NE\/ 

CASES  ^ 

DEATHS 

YEAR 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary  : 

Pulmonary 

...  . 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1931 

17 

3 

6 

5  1 

1932 

16 

3 

11 

' 

1933 

26 

1 

5 

1934 

13 

1 

7 

1933 

18 

- 

3  1 

- 

1 

1956 

17 

5 

f 

- 

1937 

9 

■ 

1 

2  ! 

1 

1 

1958 

10 

• 

3  ! 

1939 

17 

^  i 

- 

i960 

10 

1 

[_ _ _ 

3 

' 

— 

Deaths  are  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  notified  cases  on 
the  register, 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


At  the  end  of  the  year  our  Register  counted  173  cases  of  pulmonary 
and  9  cases  of  non “pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Number  on  Register  3 let  December  1959  . • •  176 


New  cases  .  10 

Inv/ard  transfers  from  other 

districts  •••  11 

21  _ ^ 

197 

Less  cases  removed  from  register  ...  24 


Number  on  register  31st  December^  I960  ...  173 


Inv;ard  Transfers  from  other  districts 

y/olverharapton  ... 
V7ednes  field 
Dudley  ...  ... 

Blackheath  . . . 

Tet ten hall  ... 

Bilbrook  . 

Cose ley  . . 

Bilston  . 


1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


11 
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.SAI^ITARY  CIRGUIv'LSTimCES  OF  TliE 


Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  "been  carried  out  in  an 
efficient  manner.  The  general  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  are  on 
the  vdiole  satisfactory  v/ith  the  exception  of  the  Caravan  site  on  the  Jockey 
Field  on  which  I  report  in  my  paragraph  on  Caravans, 

Throughout  the  year  your  Public  Health  Inspector  has  continued  to 
exercise  IxLs  usual  vigilance  in  respect  of  food  hygeine  a.nd  it  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  report  there  have  "been  no  oases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district. 

Details  of  your  Inspector's  work  is  given  in  his  report. 

Water  Su]opIy 

The  Sedgley, Urban  District^  ¥/ith  the  exception  of  the  Goldthorn  Park 
area,  is  supplied  hy  the  South  Staffords liire  Y/ater  Works  Company,  The 
Goldthorn  Park  area  receives  its  supply  from  the  Wolverh  jimp  ton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking, 

I  am  indebted  to  ih',  R,  K,  Taylor,  B.Sc,,  M. I.C,E  and  itr,  ¥,  C,  Johnson, 
M,I,C.E,,  M,I,Mech,E, ,  M,I,Y/,E,  the  respective  Engineers-in-Chief  of  the 
undermentioned  undertakings,  for  the  following  informal  ion.  .  . . 

(a)  South  Staff ordsliire  \faterv/-orks  Company 

(i)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  keen  satisfactory  both  in 

q. uality  and  quantity, 

Sedgley  district  is  supplied  v/ith  v/ater  from  service  reservoirs 
at  Dudley,  the  supply  to  v/hich  can  he  maintained  fron  four  pump¬ 
ing  stations  in  the  Smestov/  Valley  and  two  pumping  stations  near 
Lichfield, 

(ii)  The  greater  part  of  the  water  supplied  to  Sedgley  comes  frem 

ti,vo  of  the  Smestow  Valley  Stations.  Clilorination  is  practised 

r. t  both  Stations  but  owing  to  practical  difficulties,  samples 
of  the  raw  water  are  not  obtainable. 

During  i960,  42  samples  were  tsdeen  fran  the  Sedgley  elevated 
storage  tanks,  2)+  samples  v/ere  taken  fran  the  Reservoir  £ind 
23  v/ere  talcen  from  the  Yfaterman’s  house  at  Sedgley,  Of  these 
89  samples,  80  were  free  from  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 

The  average  chemical  results  for  i960  of  the  23  samples  from 
the  Yfaterman’s  house  Sedgley  were: - 


pH 

Alkalinity  (CaCO^) 
Chlorides  (Cl) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen(N) 
Albuminoid  Nitrpgen  (n) 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  (n) 
Oxygon  a.b sorbed  (3  lur  at  2 

Temporary  Ha,rdness 
Per man  e  n  t  Har dn  e  s  s 
Total  Hardness 
Iron  (Pe) 

Manganese  (I.F) 

Zinc  (zn) 

Poisonous  liotals  (Cu  &  Pb) 
Free  Cl 


7.2 

81  parts  per  million 


37 


II 


Trace 

T; 


II 


20Oc)  ,12 


77 

67 

Ihh 


II 


11 


II 


It 


.05 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


n 


It 


It 


II 


It 


n 


It 
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(iii)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo- solvency  and  the  23  samples i 
from  the  Yfaterman '  s  house  were  all  free  from  any  detectable  ’ 
quantities  of  lead. 


(iv)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations 

a  precautionary  measure.  In  cases  of  possible  contamination 
in  the  event  of  burst  or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs, 
etc,  emergency  chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus 
and  staff  are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains  etc,  are 
not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 
pronounced  satisfactory. 


The  follov/ing  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  houses  supplied 
and  the  approximate  population; - 


Houses 


(a)  Houses  supplied  direct  7,141 


(b)  Houses  supplied  by  out¬ 
side  taps  at  31st 
December,  196C, 

Totail:  - 


416 


Estimated 

Population 

23,850 


1,389 


7,557 


25,239 


Population  estimated  i.e,  3»34  persons  per  house. 


(b)  Y^olverhampton  Corporation  Vfater  Undertalcing 

The  Y/ater  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  CoDfporation  Water  Under tald.ng 
to  the  Goldthorn  Park  area  is  derived  from  a  number  of  sources  of  supply 
and  the  relative  properties  depend  on  the  part  of  the  district  and  varying 
circumstances. 

(i)  The  v;ater  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality, 

(ii)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  of  water  going  into  distribution. 


1  ■  ■■  ■  r  '  "  '  . .  .  '  . .  1 

1.  3f  Presumption  Coli-aerogens  per  ml.  j 

samples  f 

talcen  j  *3 

i 

0 

1 — i 

1 

1 

OJ 

1 

H 

Over  10 

377  ]  363 

1  * 

7  1  5 

! 

4 

.  - 

(iii)  The  v/ater  supplies  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo 
solvent  action. 


(iv)  There  Irmis  been  no  knov/n  contamina.tion  of  the  v^ater 
supply  subsequent  to  leaving  the  Y/orks, 

(v)  The  number  of  dY/elling  houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Park 
area  supplied  direct  is  1,069  and  the  population 
tiiereof  estimated  at  3,742.  None  are  supplied  by 
standpipe. 
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Sn'^lERkGE  Am  SMAGE  DISPOSAL 


I  ain  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Ivtr,  W.  M.  Jones,  B. Sc.  (Eng.),  A.M.I.C.E. 
for  the  following  report : - 

Sewerage 

’’The  Contract  for  the  construction  of  the  foul  sewer  to  drain  the 
Catholic  Lane  and  Cotwall  End  Area,  v/here  for  seme  years  the  cesspools 
have  been  a  source  of  trouble  and  complaint,  was  substantially  completed, 
and  early  in  I96I,  it  ivill  be  possible  to  afford  main  drainage  facilities 
to  the  numerous  houses  in  that  locality. 

Further  foul  sewer  extensions  are  proposed  for  the  year  I96I  "vvith  the 
object  of  reducing  still  fiurther  the  numbers  of  cesspools. 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  large  scheme,  estimated  to  cost  about  £—  million,  for  modernising 
and  enlarging  the  Sev/age  Disposal  Works  at  Lower  Gornal  reached  the  stage 
when  tenders  could  be  invited  ivith  a  viev;  to  the  works  commencing  in  the 
Spring  of  I96I, 

The  Gospel  End  Sev/age  Disposal  Y/orks,  where  conditions  hfxve  led  to 
complaints  from  the  Severn  River  Board  and  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 
over  the  past  few  years,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Consulting  Engineers, 

Sir  Arnold  YYaters  and  Partners  for  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  modern¬ 
ising  and  enlarging  on  similar  lines  and  of  similar  magnitude  to  the  Lower 
Ckirnal  Y/orks,  This  is  a  matter  of  great  urgency  not  only  to  improve  the 
q,uality  of  the  effluent,  but  also  to  alloy/  of  substantial  private  and 
municipal  development  in  the  catchment  area. 

It  is  hoped  tha,t  the  Consulting  Engineers  will  have  prepai’ed  a  pre¬ 
liminary  scheme  for  consideration  by  the  Council,  e£irly  in  19^1,  und  that 
there  vUl  be  the  least  possible  delay  in  getting  the  v/ork  under  contract. 

In  the  meantime  it  is  the  intention  to  carry  out  yliatever  temporary  v/ork 
that  can  be  conceived  of,  in  collaboration  y/ith  the  Consulting  Engineers 
and  Consulting  Chemist,  to  improve  the  present  unsatisfactory  effluent 
and  general  conditions  on  the  Works. 

PUBLIC  COiNrVENIERCES 

No  new  construction  was  undertaken  during  the  year. 


MUNICIPAIj  CEIvIBTEia  M'D  CRSIvaTOiaUIvi  GOraR'li  NQOD 

Ivir,  H.  L.  Rouse,  Cemetery  Superintendent,  ha.s  supplied  me  with  the 
follo\'/ing  information. 

Burials 

Males  •,#  ...  ,,,  67 

Females  . .  56 


123 


Cremations  (commencing  October  1st,  i960) 

Males  ...  •»•  e.»  73 

Females  .  38 


111 


The  lav/n-type  cemetery  continues  to  improve  in  appearance  as  the 
trees,  slirubberies,  rose  beds  and  flower  borders  become  more  established. 
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The  Crematorium  was  officially  opened  during  the  year  and  it  is 
understood  from  the  Superintendent  and  Registrar  tha.t  it  is  gaining  in 
popularity, " 


CARkYMS. 

The  presence  of  caravans  on  the  Jockey  Field  site  continues  to  give 
Doth  nyself  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  considerable  anxiety. 

The  site  is  most  unhygienic.  The  H,C.  accammodation  is  inadequate 
and  the  accumulation  of  excrement  in  one  of  the  H, C.s  as  the  result  of 
ineffective  flushing,  most  revolting.  There  are  only  t\','0  ¥. C.s  for  an 
estimated  population,  on  the  site,  of  iO, 

The  drinking  water  supply  is  totally  Inadequate,  there  being  only 
one  outside  tap  with  a  very  poor  delivery. 

Court  proceedings  have  been  taken  against  the  site  owner  and  fines 
inflicted  but  in  spite  of  tliis  the  insanitary  conditions  still  continue. 
Further  immediate  legal  and  remedial  action  is  imperative. 

It  is  only  by  good  fortune  that  there  has  been  no  outbreak  of  disease 
attributable  to  the  insanitary  conditions. 


HOUSING-. 

Houses  completed  during  the  period  1st  January  to  the  31st  December, 
i960,  were:- 


Muni cip  al  Hous  e  s  135 

Private  Houses  376 


331 


Ikfunicipal  Estates  ccmpleted  during  the  year  were  IvSask  Lane,  Laver 
Gornal  and  Hermit  Street,  Upper  Gornal, 

Private  estates  in  the  same  category  were  Eaton  Manor  Estate,  Brick 
kiln  Lane,  Lower  Gornal;  Fighting  Cocks  Estate,  Goldthorn  Park,  and 
Bravnswall  Farm  Estate,  Sedgley. 

There  were  294  private  houses  actually  under  construction  at  the 
31st  December,  i960. 

The  Housing  position  to  date  in  respect  of  Unfit  Houses  and  of  pro¬ 
gress  in  Demolition  and  Clearance  Areas,  is  given  in  greater  detail  in 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report. 


CLLARAITOE  fiREAS 


(a)  Confirmafion  in  respect  of  the  follalng  areas  te.s  na./  been  received: - 

Y/indmill  Street  No.  1.  Clearance  Area. 

Windmill  Street  No,  2.  Clearance  Area. 

(b)  Official  representation  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  respect 
of 

Inhedge  Street  Clearance  Area, 

Spills  Meadov;  Clearance  Area, 

Kent  Street  No,  6,  Clearance  Area. 

Ruiton  Street  Clearance  Area, 
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The  economic  policy  of  the  Government  in  v/ithdrav/ing  grants  for 
general  housing,  increases  the  difficulty  of  reducing  the  v/aiting  list. 

Apropos  long  waiting  lists,  the  Minister  of  Housing  in  reviev/ing 
the  situation  has  drawn  attention  to  the  contribution  the  adoption  of 
differential  rents  can  malce  to  the  reduction  of  such  lists.  No  doubt 
your  Housing  Committee  have  considered  this. 

The  housing  position  to  date  in  respect  of  unfit  houses  and  of  pro¬ 
gress  in  Demolition  and  Clearance  Areas  are  given  in  greaiter  detail  in  the 
report  of  your  Public  Health  Inspector, 

The  number  of  Representations  for  demolition  made  tliroughout  the  year 
may  appear  unduly  large  but  adl  houses  showing  progressive  structural 
deterioration  as  likely  to  make  them  unfit  for  human  habitation  before  very 
long,  must  be  considered. 

Clearance  Areas  must  be  foreseen  and  decided  upon  years  ahead  and  not 
suddenly  when  properties  have  actually  reached  the  stage  of  unfitness  for 
habitation  and  the  necessity  of  the  occupants  being  rehoused  at  once  and 
no  Viouses  available  and  the  Clefirance  Areais  not  likely  to  mature  for  bvVO 
or  three  years  and  throughout  tliat  period  the  unfortunate  occupants  have 
still  to  occupy  and  suffer  in  their  impossible  houses.  Your  public  health 
inspector  has  borne  this  in  mind  in  has  surveillance  of  the  district. 

When  individual  properties  tightly  tied  up  in  envisaged  Clearance 
Areas  are  so  bad  and  the  elapse  of  time  required  for  tliese  areas  to  becane 
operative  so  great,  then  Closing  Orders  should  be  made  on  such  properties. 
Urgent  medical  cases  cannot  wait  until  Clearance  Areas  mature  and  should 
therefore  receive  individual  consideration. 


IMPROVED, ia\^T  GRANTS 

11  Improvement  Grants  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Personally  I  might  be  inclined  to  tliink  this  figure  of  11  disappoint¬ 
ingly  lo\N  when  it  is  talcen  into  consideration  that  the  purpose  of  the  grant 
scheme  is  to  enable  owners  to  bring  otherwise  stiucturalfy  satisfactory 
houses  up  to  a  higher  standard  in  respect  of  modern  amenities. 
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I-IIPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HE/lLTH  MSPECTOR. 


KOUSINO 

It  is  always  difficult  to  show  our  progress  in  housing  save  hy  a 
series  of  tables*  Furthermore  owing  to  the  time  lag  between  connencing 
operations  on  unfit  property  and  the  final  demolition  of  same,  a  time  lag 
which  can  be  anything  from  a  few-  months  to  a  few  years,  it  is  also  neces¬ 
sary  to  examine  progress  over  a  Icngsr  period  than  the  calendar  year  which 
this  report  cavers. 

The  table  beloY\/  is  an  abstract  from  the  quarterly  returns  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  The  figures  shavn  are 
the  totals  of  the  four  returns  submitted  during  the  year. 


A.  HOUSES  DEIvJOLia-IED. 


In  Clearance  iireas. 


Houses 
Demolis  hed 


i  Displaced  during  year 
‘  Persons  Families 


Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 


•  •  ♦  •  ♦  • 


Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  sec.2f3(2)  Housing 
Act,  1957  . 


Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

As  a  result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure 
under  sec.  17(1) 
Housing  Act,  1957 


B*  UITFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Under  various  sections 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 


27 


4 


30 


11 


TOTAIB 


72 


In  the  follovdng  two  tables  I  show  the  progress  made  in  the  clearing 
of  unfit  property  since  1945 •  The  figures  shoAV  the  position  at  the  end 
of  I960* 


-  29  - 


VO 

CX) 

--vJ 

cr\ 

'  ' 

H3 

p 

(-3 

H3 

O 

o 

O 

O 

(r+- 

c-i- 

c+ 

c+ 

P 

p 

H 

^3 

P 

p' 

p 

P 

P 

o 

O 

O 

3 

p 

P 

P 

H- 

w 

P 

M 

H 

G 

G 

(D 

H- 

P 

ro 

03 

CO 

M 

H- 

H' 

H* 

P 

P 

P 

P 

O 

o 

O 

C 

H 

H 

H 

P 

P 

p 

P 

Q 

P 

P 

P 

P 

G 

G 

G 

w 

P' 

P 

P 

Q 

.< — xy- — V  Qj 

t!’ 

H- 

P  P" 

P 

t-> 

P 

V_-^V _ ✓  rj* 

«<! 

^ — N 

VM 

VH 

Vj3 

P  P  o 
t-b  CD  O 

v_^ 

C+-  wj  £ 

f'. 

P 

P 

CD  O  P 

0 

P 

P 

l-j*  P  o 

O 

o 

o 

CD  H> 

<J 

<1 

<! 

i — ’ 

G 

Q 

G 

•--i 

<< 

H  H  P 

0 

fc-^ 

MHO 

H- 

H- 

H- 

3 

O 

O 

G 

vn  vn 

P^ 

P 

P 

H 

Ui  vn  p 

H 

O 

P 

P 

P 

» 

• 

P 

h 

P 

P 

n 

G 

CD 

1 

CD 

G 

W 

Ui 

W 

C/3 

c-f- 

C+- 

P 

h3 

H- 

H* 

H- 

G 

O' 

P 

H 

H 

G 

o 

P 

O 

H 

H 

P 

o 

H 

p 

9 

h 

P 

O 

<^ 

P 

P-^ 

O 

P 

G 

b 

G 

o 

O 

3 

p 

P 

p 

O 

H 

>■0 

h 

H 

P 

a 

P 

H* 

<rf 

H- 

H 

'■-3 

cf 

G 

w 

O 

P-J 

p 

— V 

P 

G 

VM 

P-J 

P 

P 

V _ ^ 

P 

O 

§ 

o' 

H* 

tJ 

M 

o 

O' 

P 

h3 

< 

!::' 

03 

H 

o 

i--' 

• 

1  '-■  ■ 

1 

OQ 

O' 

P-J 

G 

3 

i 

O 

P 

H 

L--. 

P 

H- 

el- 

H- 

o 


VO 

■p 

V^I 

ro 

'  ' 

p 

f-3 

p 

o 

o 

o 

P 

c+ 

ci- 

o 

P 

p 

ro 

P 

0.1 

P'p 

P 

H 

P 

H 

H 

P  o 

P' 

g 

P' 

P 

W 

pj  £ 

G  H- 

u-i 

9-* 

(--•1 

-Pi 

G 

P  H- 

H 

13 

o 

§ 

3 

ch  O 

C/a 

P 

P 

O 

P 

G 

G 

G 

H 

t; 

P 

3 

P 

H- 

H*  O 

P 

P- 

P  Hi 

G 

O 

G 

O 

H- 

CQ 

O 

Hi 

P 

Hd 

O 

w  p 

G 

P 

r'-" 

3, 

o 

H 

O 

rt-  6 

P 

p 

VO 

P 

O 

o  <1 

G 

p 

VO 

P 

P 

G 

P 

G 

Vo 

G 

P 

3 

«» 

P 

oa 

• 

P 

W 

G 

P 

P.  b'* 
0  P 

H 

v 

M 

o  o 

VO 

H 

O". 

G 

G 

tr< 

£:> 

P)  £ 

o 

c+ 

cl- 

p 

H-  P 

• 

O 

O 

pj 

<3-  G 

• 

• 

G 

•  P-i 

3 

P 

3 

P 

E] 

i-> 

H* 

P 

P-i 

P-/ 

P 

O 

CD 

G 

H* 

H 

01 

P 

P 

O 

P 

P 

O 

CD 

P 

P 

0 

H- 

P 

H* 

H- 

P 

GQ 

P 

P 

CD 

O 

O 

Pj 

O 

H 

H 

P 

£ 

P 

H' 

P 

P^ 

G 

P 

G 

G 

P 

P 

pj 

W 

W  • 

t'’ 

P 

in 

P. 

9 

— -, 

P 

p 

H 

O 

P-< 

N _ 

<! 

G 

o 

P 

f-' 

c+- 

0 

p 

1 

E 

O 

o 

<i 

H- 

CD 

G 

P 

cq 

P 

p, 

CD 

G 

G 

ri 

H 

P 

P 

H 

o 

H" 

rt- 

ch 

P* 

'P* 

to 

c,'- 

r!- 

P 

P 

£ 

la 

P 

P 

G 

G 

G 

P 

'-D 

O 

O 

G 

P 

G 

G 

P 

P 

P 

01 

t9 

H 

P 

P 

SP 

H- 

Pj 

-P- 

H 

vjn 

P 

Ph 

c-f- 

o 

p 

H- 

<! 

P 

O 

G 

P 

P 

a 

SS  • 

P 

G 

P 

p 

p 

H 

VO 

Vo 

VJi 

H 


H 

3 


§' 

H 

w 

0. 

3 

o 

H 

H* 

H* 

O 

3 

O 

•i 

o 

li 

O'! 


O 

H 

O 

M 

s- 

O’-i 

o 

CD 

4 

P 

3 

pi 

CD 

P’ 

g 

Pj 

CD 

a 

S- 

uQ 

to 

O 

Md 

oi 

P 

B- 

pb 

P 

P 

o 

o 

o 

■p 

crt' 

CD 

P- 

OT 

H- 

P 

O 

O 

H 

VO 

•f^ 

vn 


[t-i 


9 


H 

CQ 


O 

hri 


& 

§ 

r 

1-3 

11 


to 

1-3 


0 

y 

H 

i 

0 


f-  . 

b 

^-3 

H 

§ 


O 

i 

r-, 

(b 

t?d 


o 

a 

0 

OD 

03 


03 


0 


H  H 

H 

H 

H 

P3 

ro 

VO 

CTv 

PD 

CTN 

-p-  VO 

P- 

VO 

p- 

CO 

Vj-l 

VO 

P3 

P3 

PD 

PD 

H 

ro 

H 

VO 

VO 

VO 

v>j 

■fH 

,V0 

N3 

ro 

PD 

g 

P 

P 

O 

c+ 

P-' 

H 


30 


& 

o 

d:) 

Cf“ 

•J 

o 

CD 

ct" 


03 

ch 


03 

ch 

O 

H-* 

O 

03 

c+ 


O 

H 

H 

9 

,R 


03 


H 


ro 


I — I 

r  1 
O 


03 

ct- 

'• 

H 


03 

c+ 

4 

O 

CD 


o 

1-^ 

H- 

O 

t-* 

Ki 

CD 

ct- 


CD 

Pj 

o 


o 

P 

B 

O 

P! 

cl" 

tr' 

T  ■' 

■  c'' 

:=i 

CD 


iB' 


w 

O 

P 

C3 

o 


Pj  D3 

o 

p^ 


L-^ 

H*  H* 

H  H 


H*  H- 


CT'. 


H*  H’ 

H  H 


Vjm' 

M  o^ 


^  I-* 
-f^ 


K5 

VO  vn 


H 

CTN 


^D 

OD 


u 

o 

3 

o 

H 

H- 

CO 

!:r 

o 

P' 


H 

Bp 

H-  H 

H 

H  -p-  -p-  vn 

f— H 

P' 

P  ^  ' 

CD  ro  -P 

B  P  ro  ! 
O  P  o 

H  H-  P  1 

i  ro  O'. 

1 

i 

j 

H  VD 

ro  H 

VN  H* 

H 

nt  & 
ting 
it  ion 

1 

^D  !i 

ro  I  w 

I  -p-  vm 


ro 
H  ro 


H 

<JsH 


.  ‘p'* 

-P-  ro 


KD 

CD  ro 


[O 

Vji 


H 

OD 


ro 

00 


H 

VD 


IPP  PP 


H*  H' 

H  H 


H-  H- 

H  H 


j.-jj 

-=-H 

P  H- 


H 


i5t5 


OD 


H 

H 


O 

O  03 
O  C+- 

P  H* 
^3  H 
H-  H 

Cj 

P^ 


o 

t3 


iri 

S 

o 

i 

CO 

03 


o 

1-^ 

h 


4- 


H  i 

a\  5  M 
00  M  -f^ 


*— 1 

P 


H 

VO 


ro-p- 


OM 
OM  O'. 


ro 
oo  ro 


H 
H  1 


H 

O 


H 

Vm 


H 

00 


ro 


H  V->J 


-p 
■{^  H 


I-:j<  r-j  \-‘i 

*”  •  .«i0|  • 

H-  H-  H- 

H  H  H  H 


H-  H' 

H  H 


i® 

H 


Bp 

H- 

H 


3  V 

O  CD  •-  R 

o  p-  p  M 

g  O  P 

P  o'  P  H  , 

o  M  C+-;  03 

H*  H-  H*  H 

OO  (P  ! 


ro 

ro 


P5 

gi 

H* 

H*  H- 

H- 

H- 

H' 

H- 

H* 

H  ro 

H  H 

H-4 

H  cr\ 

H 

H 

to  H 

H 

-p- 


to 

ro  i  to 

--J  (  -p-  On 


.1 


ro 
H  ro 


H 

OvH 


^  T 

-p-  ro 


(  3 


o 

o 


H  ro 
Vn  vri 


-  31  - 


H 

Oo 


ro 

oo 


1-3 

o 

t3 

R' 


-.4- 


4>.D  p-J  }!xl 
\.0  CD 

H  Hj 

.H  O 

o 

\3 

p 

■ 

vn  o 

r/] 

' 

vn 

CD 

PJ 

JO 

O 

H  {  ' 

o 

j— '  H) 

rh 

p  :  1 

^  i 

VTi  (D 

o  * 

vn  3 

H- 

• 

H 

g 

14 

tP 


CLKiR-NCE  OR  OTI-ffiR  GROUP  i-CTION 


The  significant  figure  in  the  preceding  'tahles  is  the  one  shomng 
that  90  families  v\/ere  rehoused  from  obsolete  property  during  the  year. 

In  1959  we  had  only  rehoused  37  families. 

Since  1945  we  have  dealt  with  a  total  of  519  houses,  an  average  of 
not  quite  35  per  annum. 

If  houses  have  an  average  life  of  saj'',  100  years,  it  follows  that 
of  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district  should  be  demolished  each  year. 

Vfe  should,  therefore,  be  dealing  with  at  least  80  houses  per  anniim  merely/ 
to  keep  our  housing  standards  at  their  present  level  and  with  no  thought 
towards  any  back  log. 

Even  if  the  average  life  given  to  our  houses  is  raised  as  high  as 
130  years,  we  should  still  have  to  replace  60  per  annum  to  maintain  our 
present  standards. 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  progress  we  have  made  in  I96O  is  not 
as  spectacular  as  would  at  first  sight  appear,  but  is  merely  in  the  regio 
of  what  we  ought  to  continue  to  do  for  a  good  nuiTiber  of  years  to  cone. 

This  is  borne  out  by  practical  experience  in  the  field,  quite  apart 
from  statistics.  We  have  literally  hundreds  of  houses  built  more  than  a 
hundred  years  ago,  in  varying  stages  of  decay.  All  of  them  lack  the 
amenities  and  the  modern  standards  the  occupants  expect  today.  It  is 
somev/hat  ironical  to  see  television  sets,  washing  machines,  refrigerators 
in  houses  vliich  do  not  possess  a  bathroom,  and  to  find  that  many  of  the 
tenants  ovm  motor  cars  yet  still  have  to  use  one  VAC.  in  a  rov/  of  dilapid 
structures  at  the  bottom  of  a  yard. 

If  any  tov;n  gets  into  the  position  of  having  an  unsolvable  slum  clea 
ance  problem,  it  is  almost  certainly  due  to  lack  of  action  in  the  past 
when  the  Authority  was  content  to  put  off  the  evil  day,  and  then  finds  tb 
burden  too  great.  We  must  alv/ays  look  ahead  and  avoid  leaving  our  succei 
sors  mth  a  burden  we  should  have  borne. 

Let  us  consider  the  large  number  of  terraced  houses  built  in  the  ear! 
years  of  the  present  century.  They  look  fairly  good  at  the  moment,  but 
examine  them  carefully  and  consider  tliat  they  have  to  last  another  40  to 
50  years  at  least.  And  vdiat  about  the  Council  houses  built  in  the  20’ s, 
many  of  Y,/hich  are  alrea.dy  out-of-date.  Will  they  last  another  60  years? 
We  have  many  temporary  pre-fabs,  built  for  a  10  years  life  and  still  occuf 
Some  of  these  are  no’w  unfit  for  liabitation  and  will  all  have  to  be  replace 
soon. 

There  can  be  no  slowing  up  of  our  replacement  of  old  v;orn-out  houses 
and  they  should  all  be  cleared  before  y/e  need  to  start  on  our  20th  centur^^ 
houses,  and  time  is  getting  short. 

IIvlPR0YEI@IT  dlAIiTS. 

The  introduction  of  Ij^provement  Grants  Vvas  intended  to  arrest  the 
decay  in  those  older  houses  y/hich  were  structurally  sound  but  lacked 
modern  amenities,  houses  ydiich  could  have  a  reasonable  life  before  them. 

If  the  idea  had  worked,  it  would  liave  prevented  numerous  houses 
coming  into  the  unfit  category  before  their  time.  It  could  conceivably 
have  lengthened  the  average  life  of  houses  tlrroughout  the  district  and  so 
reduced  the  number  of  unfit  houses  requiring  to  be  dealt  with  annually. 

But  the  number  of  Grants  applied  for  and  approved  has  been  so  small, 
that  the  effect  on  our  overa.ll  housing  problem  is  quite  unimportant. 

Since  1955,  when  we  appraN/ed  our  first  Improvement  Grant  a  total  of  80 
applications  have  been  received  (11  during^  i960).  Of  these  44  have  been 
approved  for  Grant,  the  total  of  Gra.nts  approved  amounting  to  £8,566 

(£2,565  during  i960). 


Since  the  introduction  of  the  Standard  Grant  scheme,  only  2  applica¬ 
tions  have  been  received  (none  during  i960),  the  total  Grants  in  these 
cases  amounting  to  £250. 

There  appears  to  be  a  strong  case  for  making  at  least  the  Standard 
Grant  scheme  obligatory.  It  would  no  doubt  be  very  nice  if  all  houses 
were  demolished  and  replaced  with  nev/  ones  at  regular  intervals  or  as  soon 
a.s  they  dropped  below  an  accepted  standard,  but  at  present  this  appears 
to  be  quite  impossible.  The  improvement,  modernisation,  and  of  course 
maintenance  of  existing  houses  appears  to  be  the  only  alternative. 


LETTING  OP  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


This  part  of  the  Council’s  housing  administration  is  carried  out  by 
the  Health  Department. 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  256  families  were  rehoused  (the  figure 
for  1959  was  159),  This  was  a  remarkably  good  year  and  v/e  cannot  expect 
to  do  as  Yi/ell  in  the  future.  In  this  respect  everything  depends  on  the 
rate  and  the  size  of  our  building  programme,  matters  7/hich  are  to  a  large 
extent  outside  the  scope  of  t'nis  department.  It  is  only  fair  to  add, 
hawever  that  the  Council  give  due  consideration  to  the  activities  of  the 
Health  Department,  when  framing  their  future  building  programme,  and 
there  is  good  liaison  betv/eon  the  officers  of  the  Council  in  all  housing 
matters. 

The  position  of  our  application  list  for  Council  houses  at  the  end 
of  the  year  vvas  as  follows: - 

Applicants  at  present  in  lodgings  . . , 

Applicants  who  are  presently  tenants 

o f  hou ses  ,.,  ,,,  ,., 

Applicants  from  outside  the  district  ,,, 

Applicants  for  single  bedroom  flats 

Applicants  of  all  ld.nds  already  approved 
and  av/aiting  accommodation 


838 


285 

294- 

45 

134 

80 


It  is  significant  to  note  that  the  number  of  applicants  who  sure 
tenc-nts  of  old  houses  exceeds  tne  figure  of  those  in  lodgings.  This 
is  a  definite  reflection  on  the  standard  of  housing  in  the  older  parts 
of  the  district. 

The  large  number  of  applicants  for  single  bedroom  flats  is  propor¬ 
tionately  very  high.  And  this  figure  can  be  increased  v/hen  it  is  realised 
that  in  our  IjOOO  Council  houses  we  have  over  100  single  men  or  single 
women  each  occupying  a  house  by  themselves. 

The  Council  is  alive  to  the  fact  that  one  of  our  more  urgent  needs 
at  the  moment  is  for  the  erection  of  more  accommodations  of  the  single¬ 
bedroom  category,  both  to  satisfy  the  need  of  elderly  applicants  on  the 
general  list  and  to  release  existing  accommodation  for  families. 

The  application  list  as  shown  above  is  higher  than  it  was  12  months 
ago  (end  of  1959  -  762,  end  of  i960  -  838),  and  this  in  spite  of  one  of 
our  best  years  for  rehousing.  There  is,  therefore,  no  room  for  camplao- 
ency  yet.  The  housing  needs  of  our  people  are  still  very  great. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  MW  HlOIENS 


Slaughterhouses 

There  were  5  licenced  private  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  disti 
throughout  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  animals  inspected  and  the  numbers  affe 
ted  Y/ith  various  conditions  resulting  in  the  rejection  of  Y/hole  or  parts 
carcases  or  edible  offals. 


( 1)  Tuberculosis. 


Number 

Inspected 

Y/hole  carcases 
condemned 

Part 

Condemned 

Percentage 

affected 

Cattle 

(including 

calves) 

789 

- 

4 

0.5 

I 

1 

I 

j 

Figs 

3,522 

2 

35 

1 

1.1 

Sheep 

6,722 

- 

- 

- 

(ll)  Other  Diseases 

Number 

Inspected 

Y/hole  carcases 
condemned 

Part 

Condemned 

Percen tage 
affected 

Cattle 

(including 

calves) 

789 

- 

247 

31.3 

Pigs 

3,522 

4 

116 

3.4 

Sheep 

6,722 

8 

647 

9.7 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  con-i 
sumption  Y/as  2  Tons  15  Gwts  and  23  Lbs,  ! 

I 

Out  slaughterhouse  Report,  as  required  under  the  Slaughterhouse  Act, i 
1958  was  published  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  i 

In  that  Report  Y/e  envisaged  tliat  3  of  the  5  slaughterhouses  could  be 
brought  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Regulations  and  that  the 
remaining  2  could  not.  ! 

Yv^ith  regard  to  meat  inspection  in  general  in  tliis  district  we  aim  at 
lOO/o  inspection,  and  in  this  I  believe  we  succeed.  The  bulk  of  the 
inspection  is  carried  out  by  Mr,  Anderson;  only  when  he  is  on  holiday 
or  unavoidably  prevented  from  working  does  someone  else  take  over. 

There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  meat  inspection,  but  it  is  scattered 
throughout  the  district  at  5  separate  points.  With  butchers  killing 
when  they  please,  it  is  seldom  that  any  lengthy  period  can  be  devoted  to 
other  Y/ork.  Every  day  there  is  meat  inspection,  and  as  all  our  slaughte] 
Viouses  are  comparatively  sma.ll  places,  tlriroughout  is  slow. 

If  the  job  is  to  be  done  properly  Y/ith  ante-mortem  inspection,  super¬ 
vision  of  killing  and  disposal  of  offals,  a  great  deal  more  time  has  to  b( 
spent  than  would  at  first  sight  appear  necessary  from  the  figures  submittc 
above.  In  other  Y/ords,  the  same  number  of  animals  could  probably  be 
inspected  in  one  central  al^attoir  in  a  quarter  of  the  time.  Moreover,  tl; 
inspe<rtor  could  be  on  the  spot  at  tlie  time  of  killing,  something  that  is 
quite  impossible  v/ith  5  separate  slaughterhouses. 
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Pood  Premises 


All  food  premises  in  the  district  have  heeia  visited  during  the  year, 
many  of  them  on  several  occasions. 

Most  of  the  premises  concerned  are  very  small  shops,  most  of  which 
have  been  encouraged  to  sell  only  pre-packed  foods. 

While  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  serious  infringement  of  the  Regula¬ 
tions  was  found,  numerous  matters  w'ere  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
occupiers  concerned.  During  the  year  102  informal  notices  in  all  were 
served. 

The  sampling  of  ice  cream  and  ice  lollies  v^as  carried  out  during  the 
summer  months,  41  samples  being  taken  of  ice  cream  and  14  of  lollies.  Of 
cne  ice  cream  samples,  35  were  placed  in  G-rade  I  and  6  in  Grade  III,  In 
the  latter  cases,  the  premises  concerned  were  thoroughly  inspected  and 
methods  of  storage  gone  into  carefully,  and  repeat  samples  were  taken.  It 
was  difficult  to  pin-point  any  particular  reason  for  the  failure  to  reach 
G-rade  I.  All  ice  cream  sold  in  our  shops  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety 
and  some  of  the  Grade  III  samples  ivere  by  manufacturers  of  national  repute, 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  in  many  cases  the  results  were  due  to  the  failure 
of  the  shopkeeper  to  keep  his  stock  in  proper  rotation. 

In  the  cases  of  the  lollies  the  results  showed  pH  values  varying 
between  2,6  and  3. 8, 

Various  food  stuffs  fran  shops  were  also  sampled  and  examined  baoterio- 
logioa.lly.  The  foods  consisted  of  tinned  egg  albLunen,  desicoa.ted  coconut, 
corned  beef,  boiled  ham,  ox  tongue,  pork  luncheon  meat,  sausa.ge,  roast 
beef,  brawn,  bovine  liver,  brisket  and  bacon.  The  foods  chosen  were  mainly 
those  lying  exposed  in  shops  and  sliced  for  customers  over  varying  periods 
of  time. 

These  foods  were  examined  mainly  for  organisms  of  the  Salmonella  or 
Shigella  Groups  and  for  stapliylococcus  aureus,  A  total  of  39  samples  were 
taken  and  none  of  these  organisms  v/ere  isolated  from  any  of  the  samples. 

In  3  oases  heavy  growths  of  aerobic  spore-bearing  organisms  were  found  and 
in  one  case  a  heavy  growth  of  Ps.pyocyanea, 

During  a  number  of  visits  to  canteens  and  restaurants,  sv/abs  Y/ere 
taken  of  various  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery  and  v/ashing-up  Y/ater  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examintition.  Altogether,  88  sY/a.bs  Yi/ere 
taken  and  the  bacterial  counts  varied  from  sterile  in  one  or  two  cases  to 
as  high  as  25,000  colonies,  E,coli  v/as  found  to  be  present  in  16  cases, 
in  3  of  which  it  was  of  faecal  origin. 

In  ClII  cases  where  an  unsatisfactory  result  v/as  obtained  the  matter 
Y/as  gone  into  carefully  with  the  management  concerned  and  repea.t  samples 
taken,  generally  vi/ith  good  results. 

During  the  year,  certificates  of  condemnation  Y/ere  issued  for  the 
follov/ing  foods  found  in  shops  and  certified  as  unfit  for  human  consimiption, 
mostly  blovwn  and  damaged  canned  goods. 

Canned  Goods, 


Meat 

•  •  « 

•  o  ♦ 

•  •  • 

41 

tins 

Fruit 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

20 

tins 

Soup 

•  •  • 

•  •  9 

•  •  • 

20 

tins 

Toma,  toes 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

tins 

Milk 

•  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

10 

tins 

Pish 

#  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

tins 

Vegetables 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

tins 

Cheese  , . . 

♦  •  • 

•  #  • 

•  «  <9 

5 

Lbs, 
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D-iring  the  year  the  following  samples  were  taken  within  this  distri 
by  the  County  Council  as  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Milk 


3 

4 

2 

4 

13  All  Genuine. 

General  Foods 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  85 

hkimber  of  samples  genuine  ...  77 

Number  of  samples  a.dulterated  8 


Tuberculin  Tested 
T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ... 
Pasteurised  ...  . . . 

Sterilised  ...  . . . 


Classification 


Seasoning 
Tomato  Juice 
Lime  Jelly  Marmalade 
Indian  Mango  Chutney 
Pork  Sausage  containing 
preservative  (8  samples) 
Antacid  Po*vder 
Raspberry  Vinegajn 
Bronchial  Balsam 
Non-Brewed  Condiment 
Invalids  &  Baby  Food 
Rice  Pudding 
Corned  Beef 

Brisling  in  Tomato  Sauce 

Pork  Sausage 

Meat  Pie  (2  samples) 

Milk  Loaf 

Full  Cream  Idlk  Pood 
Butter  Crinkle  Biscuits 
Dairy  Ice  Cream  (2  samples) 
Mild  Ale  (2  samples) 

Salt  (2  samples) 

Cambridge  Steaks 
Baked  Beans  with  Hamburgers 
and  Tomato  Sauce 
Butter  Sultana 
Curried  Chi;i8^ken  &  Mushrooms 
Beef  Curry 
Rubbing  Oils 

Specially  Fortified  Groats 

Cream 

Pure  Lard 

Ice  Lollies  (2  samples) 

Tea 

Fruit  Ice  Lollies 

Gaorden  Peas 

Frozen  Fish  Fingers 

Ice  Lollies  with  ice  cream 

centre 

Slimming  Food, 


Non-Alcoholic  Tomato  Cocktail 
Heailth  &  Beauty  Drink 
Chocolate  Plajvoured  Food  Drink 
Instant  Clear  Chicken  Soup  IfLx 
Laxative 
Fruit  Sauce 

Chocolate  Covered  Bar  sweet 
Blackcurrant  Fruits 
Quick  Frozen  Bilberries 
Butter  Madeira  Cake 
Soft  Drink 
Corned  Beef  Loaf 
Chicken  Pie 

Frozen  Short  Crust  Pastry 

Ox  Tongue  and  Beef 

Pull  Cream  Milk  Chocolate 

Dressed  Crab 

Lemon  Sponge  Pudding 

Cooked  Pork  Collar  in  Natural  Jelly 

Fritter  Mix 

Ground  Almonds 

Strav/berry  Jam 

Gelatine 

Minced  Beef  and  Gravy 

Christmas  Pudding 

Beef  in  Barbecue  Sauce 

Sw’eet  Sherry 

Cream  British  Sherry 

Triple  Concentrated  Tomato  Paste 

Ground  Almonds 

Capsules  of  Halibut  Oil  B.P, 

Influenza  PovAler 

Brealcfast  Cereal 

Sage 

Tuna  Pish 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  B.P. 
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PiiRTICULARS  OF  ADULTERATED  SAIvIPLES 


Pork  Sausage  containing  preservative  - 

Formal 


Should  contain  not  less  than  65[/o  of  meat  ) 
and  the  sample  is  24.71^  deficient  of  its  ) 
proper  proportion  of  mioat.  ) 

Pork  Sausaj^e  -  Informal 

21,2fo  deficient  in  meat,  Conta.ins  ) 

51.2^0  instead  of  6^b  meat,  ) 

Pork  Sausapje  containing,  preservative  -  j 

Formal  ) 

Should  contain  65^  of  meat,  sample  is  ) 

23,4^  deficient  of  its  proper  proportion  ) 

of  meat.  ) 

Meat  Pie  -  Informal 


Filling  contains  meat  and  potato  and  should) 
he  described  as  "Meat  and  Potato  Pie."  ) 

Cambridge  Stealcs  -  Formal 

Contains  30,9>b  meat.  Article  sold  under  ) 
this  description  should  consist  v/holly  of  ) 
meat  and  article  of  this  composition  con-  ) 
sis  ting  of  meat  rissole  in  gravy  should  ) 
not  be  described  as  "Cambridge  Steaks."  ) 

Cooked  Pork  Collar  in  Natural  Jelly  - 

Formal 


Contains  at  least  2(|o  of  added  water  and  ) 
should  be  described  as  "Cooked  Pork  Collar  ) 
in.  Jelly."  ) 

Beef  in  Barbecue  Sauce  -  Fomal 

Sample  24,5/0  deficient  of  its  proper  ) 

proportion  of  meat  ) 

) 


Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules  B.P,  -  Formal 

Label  did  not  bear  date  of  manufacture. 


Proceedings 
ins  tituted 

Pine  £10  Costs  £3.  7.  0, 


Pr’oceedings 

instituted 

Pine  £10,  Costs  £3.  7.  0. 


Designation  altered  to 
"Meat  and  Potato  Pie" 


Matter  to  await  result  of 
deliberation  of  Food 
Standards  Committee 


Labels  amended  by  German 
Packers  to  omit  the  word 
"Natural,  " 


Matter  to  await  decision 
of  meeting  between  C.C.A. 
and  A.M.C.  on  standards. 


Old  Stock.  Date  of  manu¬ 
facture  nov/  being  printed 
on  labels. 
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ATMOSFKi'lRIG  POLLUTION 


Although  this  district  is  Yvd.thin  the  West  Midland  conurbation,  and  ' 
consequently  in  one  of  the  caantry’s  "black  areas,"  smoke  from  industrial, 
establisliments  is  not  a  serious  problem,  mainly  because  we  have  so  fevr 
industries* 

The  hospital  cliimney  mentioned  in  previous  reports  still  continued  ‘i 
give  trouble  during  the  year,  and  the  new  plant  promised  has  not  yet  beetl 
installed*  As  tills  is  a  nationalised  undertaking,  the  example  set  is  a  • 
very  bad  one*  Pressure  on  the  Hospital  Board  v/as  maintained,  but  progr(| 
is  painfully  slow* 

Our  smoke  Control  Area  No.  1,  v/hich  consists  of  512  houses  in  an  are; 
of  60.i+4  acres,  and  which  was  confirmed  in  1959,  came  into  operation  durjj 
i960.  There  was  no  trouble  or  snags  of  any  kind;  everything  is  now  v/o]) 
ing  here  according  to  plan* 

Our  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  2  Y/hich  consists  of  a  rapidly ''expanding 
of  nearly  1,000  houses  in  an  ar'ea  of  some  4-25  acres  Y/as  confirmed  by  the 
Ministry  during  the  year  and  v^ill  come  into  opera.tion  in  I96I, 

Smoke  Control  Areas  3,  4,  5  and  6  were  taken  together  and  are  at 
present  before  the  Ministry  av/aiting  confirmation*  These  four  small  ar(j 
contain  423  houses  in  an  area  of  3I  acres. 

Owing  to  the  rapidly  changing  nature  of  our  No*  2  area,  it  is  diffic 
to  be  accurate  oi^er  the  number  of  houses  controlled  for  any  length  of  j 
period.  I  estimate,  hov/ever,  that  the  above  areas  contain  about  2,000  . 
houses  in  a  total  area  of  517  acres.  This  means  that  nearly  one  quarts]! 
of  our  entire  district  ha.s  been  dealt  with*  If  future  progi'ess  is  main' 
tained  at  the  ssune  rate,  v;e  should  have  our  entire  district  smoke  control 
well  v/ithin  the  15  years  originally  estimated. 

ToY>/ards  the  end  of  the  yeai'  v/e  were  asked  by  the  Warren  Spring  Labo: 
tory  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  to  carry  ou 
smoke  observations  along  v/ith  certain  other  selected  authorities.  Y/e  b 
agreed  to  participate  in  the  scheme,  and  as  soon  as  the  stations  are  set 
up  observations  vMll  be  commenced  and  recorded* 

Complaints  of  excessive  smoke  emissions  from  industrial  sources  wert 
confined  to  5  promises, 

1.  The  hospital  chimney  referred  to  above;  the  m^atter  is  no\7  receiving 
the  attention  of  the  Hospita.l  Board,  vrith  a  definite  promise  of  a 
speedy  solution* 

2*  A  brick  Y/orks  at  Lower  Gornal  vvhcre  the  intermittent  firing  of  porou 
bricks  containing  saY/dust  gives  rise  to  complaint*  This  matter  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Alkali  Inspector,  but  the  solution  is  a  difficul 
one. 

3*  A  brick  works  at  Gospel  End  v/here  excessive  smoke  bloYws  regularly 
over  our  No*  2  Smoke  Con'brol  Area  Ywhenever  the  Avind  is  in  the 
appropriate  direction*  This  matter  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the 
Alkali  Inspector*  Personally,  I  feel  the  cause  of  the  trouble  here 
is  inefficient  firing  and  over“Y\/orking  of  the  plant* 

4*  Nuisance  from  a  small  factory  in  loiver  Gomal  Avhere  off-cuts  of 
resin-bound  pressed  paper  are  burnt  as  the  only  means  of  disposal. 
Pressure  on  this  firm  has  resulted  in  a  promise  to  instal  an 
efficient  incinerator, 

5*  The  chimney  from  a  LancasliLre  boiler  in  a  slaughterhouse  in  Sedgley 
often  gives  rise  to  complaint.  The  trouble  is  caused  through  care-- 
lessness  or  lack  of  interest  both  by  the  management  and  the  AA^orkers, 
Y/e  hope  that  continual  pressure  here  Avill  result  in  much  better 
firing  methods,  s 


-  38  - 


PUBLIC  CLSAl'^^SBIG. 


Owing  to  the  fairly  rapid  expansion  of  the  district,  an  extra  vehicle 
Y/as  obtained  during  the  yecar  under  review  and  a  fourth  collection  round 
set  up.  Only  one  extra  workman  v/as  employed  and  the  total  staff  of  24 
men  is  still  less  than  it  v/as  in  1945  v^hen  we  had  25  men. 

A  weekly  service  was  maintained  tliroughout  the  year,  and  it  is  a 
regular  service  in  that  all  premises  are  visited  on  the  same  da.y  each 
week  at  approximate}^  the  same  time.  In  crder  to  maintain  this  regularity 
at  holiday  times,  no  attempt  is  made  to  pick  up  the  bins  so  affected  until 
the  follov/ing  week  v/hen  the  bins  are  then  cleared  and  any  excess  is  also 
taken  away.  This  is  not  a  perfect  solution  by  any  means,  but  the  number 
of  complaints  received  are  extremely  fevi/.  At  the  August  Bank  holiday 
the  department  closes  do\m  for  the  entire  week,  and  all  bins  are  collected 
on  the  following  week. 

The  bin  bonus  scheme  has  solved  many  of  our  difficulties  and  has 
enabled  us  to  absorb  the  increasing  nimiber  of  new  houses  v/ithout  com¬ 
plaints.  Roughly,  the  scheme  lays  down  a  daily  terget  figure  of  80  bins 
pbr  man  per  day,  including  the  criver.  A  bonus  of  2d  per  bin  in  summer 

and  2-2-d.  per  bin  in  vanter,  is  then  paid  for  all  bins  in  excess  of  the 
target,  this  bonus  being  divided  equally  among  the  team. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  our  Huraphrey  Street  site. 
The  tip  is  worked  by  a  Weathcrill  liydra.ulic  shovel  and  all  refuse  is 
covered  each  day,  including  the  face  of  the  tip. 

During  the  year  v/e  experienced  no  trouble  from  fires  or  insect  pests, 
although  Y/e  had  to  deal  i.ith  rats,  and  crickets  on  completed  sections  of 
the  tip  v/here  unauthorised  persons  liad  tipped  rubbish  a,t  evenings  and 
v/eek-ends.  The  tip  is  a  very  extensive  one  and  it  v/ould  be  extremely 
uneconomical  to  fence  it  all  round.  Fencing  v/ould  also  cause  practical 
difficulties  as  v/e  have  let  off  parts  of  the  completed  site  as  a  builder’s 
yard  and  as  a  fairly  large  garage  site. 

Our  land  at  Humphrey  Street  is  nov/  almost  completely  tipped  on  and 
we  had  to  malce  arrangements  with  the  owners  of  some  adjoining  low-lying 
land  to  tip  there  until  airangements  for  a  new  tip  in  Lower  Gornal  are 
completed.  We  should  have  preferred  to  buy  this  adjoining  land  but  the 
ov/ners  v/ould  not  sell.  The  only  part  .of  our  own  land  nof'yet  raised  to 
final  level  is  an  approach  road  to  the  nev/  part. 

r, 

!i* 

'  Salvage  is  not  a  spectacular  part  of  our  work.  Owing  to  our  proximity 
to  Dudley  and  Wolverliampton,  v/e  have  fev/  shops  in  the  district,  and  no 
factories  frcKi  which  waste  paper  is  received.  Sorting  at  the  tip  is  not 
encouraged  as,  apart  from  the  unhygienic  nature  of  such  a  practice,  v/e  have 
only  one  man  regulEirly  v/orlcLng  there  -  the  driver  of  the  mechanical  shovel. 

Our  costs  are  relatively  low  as  the  follov/ing  extracts  from  the 
Annual  Costing  Returns  for  1959-^0  sha//.  Y/ith  regard  to  the  table,  I 
feel  that  little  weight  can  be  given  to  any  figures  based  on  tonnage. 

In  most  cases  this  is  only  estimated,  and  in  ray  opinion,  estimated  far 
too  highly.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  difference  shov/n  when  v/e  look  at 
the  figures  for  1,000  population  and  1,000  premises. 
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CONCLUSION 


In  the.  other  sections  of  our  work  there  is  notliing  spectacular  to 
report.  Complaints  of  a  very  varied  nature  are  received,  investigated 
and  dealt  with.  Routine  inspections  of  the  district  are  carried  out  in 
the  intervals  hetween  the  other  jobs  which  we  tiave  on  hand.  With  only 
3  inspectors  and  2  clerks  it  should  be  apparent  that  everything  vre  should 
like  to  do  cannot  be  accomplished,  especially  when  it  is  realised  that 
the  department  is  also  responsible  for  the  control  of  public  cleansing  and 
the  letting  of  council  houses, 

V/e  were  fortunate  that  the  district  w/as  free  from  any  serious  out¬ 
break  of  infectious  disease  or  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year.  Rodent 
control  and  the  eradication  of  insect  pests  were  not  major  problems, 

Pertiaps  one  of  our  biggest  y/orries  lay  in  our  attempts  to  control  itinerant 
caravan  d^vellers,  A  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  on  this  problem,  -with 
only  partial  success. 


During  the  year  the  total  number  of  inspections  made  to  premises  of 
all  kinds  was  3,562,  and  as  a  result  of  these  inspections,  198  notices 
under  various  statutes  yv-ere  seiw’ed.  In  addition,  a  further  421  visits 
were  made  to  properties  under  nc:)tice,  resulting  in  237 #  some  from  the 
previous  year,  being  marked  off  as  complied  i/ith, 

Finally,  I  Vvish  to  thank  all  menfoers  of  the  staff  and  v/crloiien  for 
their  loyal  co-opera.tion  tliroughout  the  year.  Without  their '  efforts 
the  v;ork  could  not  have  been  done. 


DAVID  J.  ROBERTSON, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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